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At the 2nd International Conference on Chemical Industry (ICCI-2017) at PDPU, Gandhinagar, 
the Industry, academia and the policy makers unanimously  agreed on the need of bringing 
product  and process innovation, cost management and making available skill workforce to 
make the local industry globally competitive.  

Jointly organized by the department of Chemical Engineering; Pandit Deendayal Petroleum 
University, Gandhinagar, in association with Gujarat Chemical Association (GCA) the two day 
ICCI-2017 conference witness arousing start on August 30th here.  Representative form state 
govt. Along with captains of Chemical and allied Industry show cast the future prospects for 
the Industry while touching upon the key challenges that has been pushing the industry 
down. The Chief Guest of the inaugural function   Mrs. Mamta Verma, IAS, Industries 
Commissioner Govt. of Gujarat, stressed upon the need of making chemical industry more 
social and environmentally responsible. The Industry and academia should have 
collaboration for the benefit of society and work in this direction.   

 

(L-R: Dr. Sukanta Dash, Prof. T. Kishen Kumar Reddy, Prof. Sankar Bhattacharya, Mrs. Mamta 
Verma IAS, Dr. Jaimin Vasa, Mr. Ashish Soparkar, Mr. Samir Patel,  Prof. H.B Raghavendra) 

 

The event was attended by about 500 delegates. ICCI-2017 teamed up with various 
International Organization such as Monash University and Curtain University of Australia.  

 



 

Releasing the Abstract volume and proceedings of the conference: (L->R) Dr. Sukanta Dash, 
Faculty, Dept. Of Chemical engg., PDPU; Prof. T. Kishen Kumar Reddy , DG, PDPU; Prof. 
Sankar Bhattacharya; Head Chemical Engg., Monash University, Australia; Mrs. Mamta 

Verma, IAS, Industries Commissioner Govt. of Gujarat;  Dr. Jaimin Vasa, President, (GCA) Mr. 
Ashish Soparkar, MD, Meghmani Organics Ltd ;, Mr. Samir Patel, MD, Amos Enterprisers; 

Prof. H.B Raghavendra, Director, School of Technology, PDPU.  

 

(Kindling the lamp by the dignitaries on the dais) 

The function was opened by Dr. Sukanta Dash, convener of the ICCI-2017, and Prof. H.B 
Raghavendra, Director, School of Technology, PDPU, with a warm welcome speech. The Key 



note speaker of the event, Prof. Sankar Bhatacharya, Head, Chemical Engg., Monash 
University stress the need of Carbon Capture and sequestration  to stabilize the atmospheric 
CO2 which is a major reason for global warming and hence climate change.  In his speech for 
the adoption of new technique for coal combustion such as the chemical looping 
combustion for enhanced power plant efficiency and reduced atmospheric CO2 emission, he 
described the kind of R&D going in the state of Australia for better coal utilization.  Mr. 
Ashish Soparkar, MD, Meghmani Organics Ltd, encouraged the students for 
entrepreneurship and shared his successful life story in the venture. Dr. Jaimin Vasa, 
President Gujarat Chemical Association (GCA) also explain the role of innovation and 
industry- academia collaborative R&D to address today need and to sustain with the global 
competition such as China.   

Prof. T. Kishen Kumar Reddy, Director General of PDPU stressed the greater industry role in 
academics, student internship, faculty exchange with industry and industry sponsored live 
projects for students during his speech. He also stressed establishment of tinkering lab 
where the student will gets hands on practice with respect the their discipline in engineering 
and the advantage of Industry collaboration.  

 

A major attraction of the day -1 of the event, CEO- round table  which was moderated by  
Mr. Guru Prakash Iyer,  witnessed deliberation industry captains on the prevailing issue of 
the industry. Stake holders of the industry such as Dr. Jimin Vasa, MD, Vasa group of 
Industries, Mr. Harish Mehta, Director, Suzlon Group; Mr. Ankit Patel, ED, Bodal Chemical 
Limited, Mr. Samir Patel, CMD, Amos enterprise ltd, presented their views on issues, 



challenges and future growth of Industries.  They stated that while small and medium form 
a large section of stake holders of state’s chemical and petrochemical industry there was a 
need to encourage them to be responsible towards environment.   

Other attractions of the function was technical sessions where delegates from India and 
abroad presented their innovative ideas.  

Invited  guest speakers during ICCI-2017, Department of Chemical Engineering, PDPU 
Sl 
no. 

Name of the 
Speaker  

Affiliation Topic of presentation Date 

1 Prof. Sankar 
Bhattacharya  

Prof. and acting Head, 
department of chemical 
engineering, Monash 
University, Australia  

Chemical Looping for 
CO2 capture, energy 
and chemicals 
production – current 
status and prospects 

30.08.
2017 

2 Prof. B K Prusty Associate Professor, Dept. 
of Mining Engineering, IIT 
Kharagpur 

Characterisation of 
Damodar valley Shales 
as a CO2 storage 
reservoir   

31.08.
2017 

3 Dr. Raksh Vir 
Jasra 
 

Senior Vice President 
(R&D), Reliance Industries 
Limited. 

Innovating in Chemical 
Industry 

30.08.
2017 

4 Dr. Harisinh 
Parmar 
 

Research Associate| 
Department of Chemical 
Engineering  
Curtin University, 
Australia  

Design of a novel 
settling tank for 
removal  
of fine particles from 
produced water 

31.08.
2017 

5 Dr. Sandhya 
Chandna 

DGM (Chem) 
IRS,ONGC 
Ahmedabad 380005 

Effluent water 
treatment in ONGC 

31.08.
2017 

6 Dr. Anurag 
Hitkari 
 

MD: Pragmetis 
Pharmaserve LLP, 
Ahmedabad and  
PragMetis Pharmaserve 
PTE LTD. Singapore 

Indian Pharma industry 
by 2022 

31.08.
2017 

7 Dr. William Hazlit Senior Manager 
Sim Infosystems, Chennai  

Process dynamics and 
control 

31.08.
2017 

 

 

 



 

 

The day-2 has a special session dedicated to prevailing human resources practises in the 
industry and issues faced on HR front under the HR round table.  Leading corporate from 
chemicals and petrochemicals sector has participated for the same. As a moderator of the 
round table Mr. Laxman Singh Rathore, director, corporate and Public relations, PDPU 
invited  the HR heads such as  Mr. Prasant Rao, AVP HR, Reliance Industries, Mr. Rohit Sinha, 
Head HR, L & T Hydrocarbons, Mr. Rajesh Palkar, GM, HR, Deepak Nitrite, Mr. Vikrma 
Mahida, Head HR, GACL, Mr. Satyendra Gaur, VP, Adani Wilmar Ltd., etc.  to the round table 
and conducted the function.  

Another attraction of the event was the quiz competition sponsored by Indian Oil 
Corporation Ltd., has a very good response and appreciation by the student community.   

 SERVO QUIZ competition among the participants was presented by IOCL at Pandit 
Deendayal Petroleum University, Gandhinagar during the 2nd International Conference on 
Chemical Industry on 30th-31st August, 2017.  

The quiz was a multi-round event based on the broad topics of Lubricants, Fuels of Future 
and Automotives. The 1st Round, i.e. the screening round was held on 30th August, 2017. It 
was presided by an Informative Technical Session by Dr. Rajiv Srivastava, Senior Manager 
(TS), IOCL. Dr. Rajiv explained the whereabouts of various processes pertaining to the Oil 
Industry. The session was well received by the students. The quiz first round was a 3written 
round comprising of 30 Multiole Choice Questions and saw participation from *250* 



students from all over Gujarat and other cities of India like Nagpur, Pune, Mumbai, Ujjain, 
Jaipur, Bhopal and the others.  

 The top 50 participants were selected from the cohort and the 2nd round took place in the 
morning on August 31st, 2017. The 2nd round started with an informal Q&A Session with 
Dr. Rajiv which the students thoroughly enjoyed. The session mainly was aimed at discussing 
the current and future trends in Automobile Technology and Fuels of Future. Being from 
academia and industry both, Dr. Rajiv had an interesting perspective to the students' 
questions about India's leap into renewable energy. The second round of quiz was a team 
round and the team formation was done by a 10 minute networking break where the 
platform was open for students to share, discuss and form teams of two. The quizmaster for 
the round was Jigar Nanda, 2nd year Chemical Engineering Student at PDPU who is also a 
part of Mind Ripple- the quizzing club of PDPU. The second round was an oral quizzing 
round.  

Top 10 teams were selected for the final round which was a pounce quizzing round and also 
the most enjoyed one by the participants as the difficulty level gradually increased over the 
rounds. Mr. Saransh Bhatnagar, PDPU emerged as the winner. Mr. Mohit Ganiger, PDPU and 
Mr. Siddhant Dhiman, PDPU bagged the 2nd and the 3rd positions respectively. They were 
presented mementos by Dr. Rajiv Srivastava and the evening ended on a satisfying note. 

 

(Prof. Sankar Bhattacharya, Monash University, Australia, addressing the 
audience.)  


